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Schroders Private Equity Service
(SPES) wins the award for Adminis-
trator of the Year. The team, which
operates from offices in Guernsey
and Bermuda, specialises in provid-
ing services to the private equity
industry, including fund-of-funds
and property funds. It also manages
special structures for its clients.

SPES aims to provide its clients
with the best private equity manage-
ment and administration services
available and has decades of experi-
ence in this area. One of the reasons
for the firm’s success is its experi-
enced and stable senior manage-

ment, who have a total of 70 years
working there.

A spokeswoman for SPES says:
“We aim to recruit and retain top-
quality people, utilise industry-lead-
ing systems and emphasise strong
internal controls. We have a talent-
ed and dedicated team of qualified
professionals on our staff. This,
together with a hands-on approach,
a bespoke service and robust sys-
tems, is why we feel we were nomi-
nated for this award.”

She says that the addition of this
category to the EVCJ Awards is fit-
ting, since more and more private
equity funds are choosing to out-
source their fund administration, in
order to guarantee high quality
investor services.

Schroders plc entered the private
equity fund management business
in 1983, in response to demands
from its institutional investors for
access to this asset class. Schroders
was initially sponsor, GP, manager

and adviser but the advisory teams
quickly formed their own
autonomous groups. Today, all the
original advisory teams own and
operate their private equity busi-
nesses, of which the highest profile
is Permira. 

Schroders provides insight into
the challenges faced by the fund
management industry and a helpful
perspective over the particular
needs of the private equity manage-
ment and administration business.
Schroders’ broad contact with regu-
lators internationally brings a useful
understanding of regulatory
changes and their possible impact
on the industry. It also provides SPES
with strong compliance and disaster
recovery infrastructures.

The service gives clients fully inte-
grated 100% web-based systems
available 24 hours a day. It also
offers customised solutions, so that
each client may select the service it
needs from an extensive offering. 3
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Greenpark Capital has won the Sec-
ondary House of the Year category,
thanks to its consolidation as one of
Europe’s leading private equity sec-
ondaries fund managers. “It feels
like a good time for Greenpark to be
up for this award, as 2007 marked
the best year to date in our continu-
ing success story,” says director and
co-founder Joanna Jordan.

In June the firm announced the close
of its €730m second fund, Greenpark
International Investors III. The new
fund followed rapidly on from its pred-
ecessor, raised in 2004 and means the
firm now has €1.3bn under manage-
ment. Investors in the new fund were
major institutions from Europe, the
US, the Far East and the Middle East.

“The fund, which had significant
excess demand, reflects the increas-
ing importance of the secondaries
market and the success of Green-

park’s first two funds. It also showed
the attraction for investors of the
firm’s mid-market niche.

Greenpark was formed in 2000 and
specialises in providing liquidity for
investors in buyout, venture and other
private equity interests who want to
sell their investments before they
reach maturity. The European second-
aries market has grown significantly
since it was established in the 1990s,
as it offers liquidity to investors.

During the year Greenpark Capi-
tal strengthened its team, with a
series of key promotions and the
appointment of two new investment
directors. It also moved to larger
offices to accommodate future
expansion. “We have a multilingual,
multicultural team with significant
experience in corporate finance and
cross-border M&A, helping ensure
the expert execution of transactions

throughout Europe and across the
world,” says Jordan.

The firm has established a sound
reputation for its investment prac-
tices, innovative deal structuring
and a responsive approach to sellers’
specific needs. It also focuses on
value rather than volume, says Jor-
dan, with an emphasis on mid-mar-
ket European transactions that can
offer better returns than the bulk
end of the secondaries market,
which is focused on volume.

She adds: “We are now an estab-
lished player in the secondaries mar-
ket, known for our sound investment
skills, discretion and ability to react
quickly to opportunities in the mar-
ket. As a result we’ve made some
very good returns for investors.”

She says that, looking forward,
there is less certainty now for the
private equity asset class. 3

GREENPARK CAPITAL
Secondary House of the Year

Shortlist:
0 Lexington

Partners

0 Coller Capital

0 Axa Private

Equity

0 Greenpark

Capital




